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The Dos and Don'ts of 
LinkedIn Etiquette for 
Professionals  
 
LinkedIn is a thriving hub for professionals to connect, share insights, and build meaningful business relationships.  

Navigating the nuances of LinkedIn etiquette is crucial for success on this platform. Let's explore the dos and 

don'ts that will help you make the most of your LinkedIn experience. 

Do: Optimise Your Profile 
Your LinkedIn profile is your professional shop window, allowing other users to review you, what you do and 

whether you’re credible in seconds. Ensure it's complete, accurate, and engaging.  Always use a professional 

profile picture, craft a compelling headline, and write a concise yet informative summary. Highlight your skills, 

experiences, achievements and testimonials to present a well-rounded professional image. 

Don't: Overlook the Importance of Personalisation 
When connecting with others, especially if they are not familiar with you, always include a personalised message. 

Generic connection requests can be perceived as impersonal or even spammy (depending on how they’re 

written!). A brief, personalised note expressing your intent to connect goes a long way in building a genuine 

connection. 

Do: Share Intelligent Content 
One of the best ways to engage with your network is by sharing valuable content. This could include industry 

insights, advice articles (like this!), or even your professional achievements. Regularly contribute to the platform's 

feed with content that adds value to your connections. It positions you as an industry leader and keeps you on the 

radar of your network. 

Don't: Overwhelm Your Network with Irrelevant Updates 
While it's important to share content, it's equally crucial to maintain a balance. Avoid bombarding your 

connections with excessive updates or irrelevant information. Quality over quantity is the key. Share content that 

is meaningful, timely, and aligns with your professional brand. 

Remember, also, that LinkedIn is still viewed and used as a professional digital network – it’s really not the 

platform for your social posts or cat videos (unless you’re a vet!). 
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Do: Engage Meaningfully 
Engagement is at the heart of LinkedIn's value. Actively participate in discussions, comment on posts, and 

celebrate your connections' achievements. Meaningful and sincere engagement strengthens your professional 

relationships and boosts your visibility in the LinkedIn algorithm. 

Don't: Forget Professionalism in Discussions 
Even in the midst of passionate discussions, maintain a professional tone. Disagree respectfully (if appropriate), 

avoid personal attacks, or any political commentary and focus on constructive contributions. LinkedIn is a 

professional network, and maintaining professionalism in your interactions is vital to build a positive reputation. 

Do: Request Recommendations 
Recommendations from colleagues and clients provide social proof of your skills and expertise. Don't hesitate to 

request recommendations from those who can speak of your professional strengths. Likewise, reciprocate by 

offering genuine recommendations for others in your network. 

Don't: Engage in Excessive Self-Promotion 
While it's important to showcase your achievements, avoid coming across as overly self-promotional. Strike a 

balance between sharing your successes and contributing to discussions. Genuine engagement and valuable 

content will naturally highlight your expertise. 

Do: Network Strategically 
Be intentional about your networking efforts. Connect with professionals in your industry, potential clients, and 

colleagues. Join relevant groups and participate in discussions that align with your professional goals. Strategic 

networking can open doors to new opportunities and collaborations. 

Don't: Neglect Your Inbox 
Timely responses to messages and connection requests demonstrate your commitment to communication. 

Neglecting your LinkedIn messaging inbox can lead to missed opportunities or the perception that you are not 

actively engaged on the platform.  Learn to use the filter to search for ‘unread’ messages to make sure you’ve not 

missed anyone. 

In Conclusion: Elevate Your LinkedIn Etiquette 
Mastering LinkedIn etiquette is a powerful way to enhance your professional presence on the platform.  

From optimising your profile to engaging meaningfully and networking strategically, every action contributes to 

your overall professional image and personal brand. By adhering to these dos and don'ts, you'll navigate the 

LinkedIn landscape with finesse, building valuable connections and unlocking new opportunities for growth. 

Elevate your LinkedIn etiquette, and let the platform become a catalyst for your professional success. 


